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the son of Archbishop Potter of Canterbury. Their orgies
at Medmenham are indescribable: in the lewdest forms they
parodied the services of the Catholic Church, and in their professed
worship of Bacchus and Venus thought fit, so it is said, to
administer the Sacrament to a monkey.
Dashwood, Potter and Sandwich were prominent members
of that section of the Whig Party which supported Pitt; and
as early as 1754, when Wilkes was little more than twenty-seven
years of age, they used their influence to secure their friend's
appointment as High Sheriff for Buckinghamshire, in which
county he had an estate. In 1754 Wilkes unsuccessfully contested
Berwick-on-Tweed, but three years later he was elected Member
of Parliament for the borough of Aylesbury; and he was again
returned to Parliament by that constituency during the General
Election of 1761. In the following year he secured through
Temple's influence a colonelcy in the Bucks Militia.
Wilkes was never a success as a parliamentarian. He spoke
badly and invariably bored his hearers; but he had a knack of
being able to get on with people, Edward Gibbon, who spent
a * very debauched day' in his company in 1762, declared:
I scarcely ever met with a better companion. He has inexhaustible
spirits, infinite wit and humour, and a great deal of knowledge.
He told us himself, that in this time of public dissension he was
resolved to make his fortune.
There was also a certain fascination in the man's ugliness.
William Hogarth's famous cartoon, the ornament of thousands
of homes when the cry of ' Wilkes and Liberty' was on men's
lips, revealed with all the exaggerations of caricature the squint,
the protruding lower jaw and lecherous features of one who
himself confessed that he never once
hung over the glassy stream, like another Narcissus, admiring the
image in it, nor that he ever stole an amorous look at his counterfeit
in a side mirror.
Wilkes, too well aware of the worth of his ugliness, especially
with the ladies, could afford to treat his lack of beauty generously.
There is little doubt that his intense hatred of Bute's Adminis-
tration was the outcome of thwarted ambition and not of a
burning desire to champion popular liberties. Women and wine
66